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DEFENCE 


, OF THE 
Country Parſons 
ADMONITION.. 


Here na Paper call | 
hn: Withers, 
_— : 
caade ſome Reflections upon. 
The Country Parfen's Admaeni=. 
tion. But how juſtly and with. 
what ſucceſs (being. direfted *© - 
16 make flare wack av) 1 da. : 
thus briefly examine. 


The — againſt thar 
little 


(2) 
little 'Traft, are 1. Generak 
2. Special. , 
! 1./His peneral exception is 
apainſtthe Perſon who gives 
ou this Advice. hom as 
, pretends, isnot duly 
lified to write Adrooritions, 
becauſe he - is not-Infallible, 
For thus he expoſtulates with 
me. | 
Sirlou do not pretend to ſuch 
Infallibility ; and therefore if I ' 
muſt rely upon” the Mzniſterial 
Funion, I ought in caſe it can 
be found, to ſeek. out ſuch a one 
as * wnerring. (Plain Man's . 
Anſiver, 'p. 3.) And again. 
But what | muſt I ſtand to the 
Direfion of the Miniſterial 
Fun&ion ? Can it ſecure me that 


8be Reverend Divines of the 
| Church 


| 33 E 
Church of England heve 

he right ſe of Scripture? 
Zur Tor they pretend wes wb " 


an Infallibility. And therefars 


Sir, I muſt needs tell you, that as © 
when I make choice of a Phy» 1 
fitian or Lawyer, I love to chuſo  - 
the beſt.So,if I muſt make choicy- 


of a Direfor, I muſt and will : 


make choice of himghat can gioe 
me ſecurity that he neither can 
nor Will lead me aſtray ;, for do © 
not: love to rely upon any thing 
that can deceive me. [p. 5.) . 
- Theſumof which 
when reſolved inco plata Bagh 
liſh, is 

Theſe Divines of the Church 
of England (are ſo modeſt) 
they dare not pretend to be I 
fallible (for they know butia 


A3 pat 


- 
- 


} 


(4) 
, 2 Cor, 12.12.) and 
re. they are not fit to be 


tiſted with the care of Souls. 


Dy not hearken 'to them, nor re- 
pard their Admonitions. But the 
ets 'of the Church of Rome 


ieve it they are Infallibleyi.E. 


dhey. neither can nor will deceive 


oHe, 
5 But are theſe. Mifhoners in . 
m_ whilſt chey — 
Things? Doth y 
bclieve ties when thay 
talk at this rate? To put 
them to the Teſt ; 
Ask this very Mifſioner ; 


- whether He,or any other pri- 


ware Prieſt in the Church of 
Rome, is Infallible > And let 
him not think to fatisfy your 
doubts 


we could but make you , 


a” 74 er tes. th er, os 


+48 ther to be 


pit Ayer kis own Prin 
ciples, that ſuch fallidle 
erting: Guides are not fit 
be truſted. - 

You have lately been 2 


minded, ” to ag your &3 
apo 


CIRSCIES AO NNE 


| fring you to myalible Scrip- 
| Ares, and that's berrer. F 
| FER An 


cha undo 4 "I 


and lerthem take thei 


And *tis t to ob- 


ſerve; that the _—_— 
themſelves, as well as we,do 


the Church of Rome is not 
iafallible, And therefore, ſince 
in all doubtful Caſes the fn- 
feſt par is to be choſen (and 
that's ſafeſt, ſay the 

whereta bork Gloare! 

do you ſtick to the Scri 


I ſhall not now enter 
on the Merits of the 


by examining the nature of. 


CS 
Neither,at e 
notice of thoſe Reaſons,which 
are here wa by this 

Ag Msſſioner 


-——— i 


: 


<—— _ ” a —_ nt —— 
- by 


| (8) 
Msſſuxer to ſupport it. 'Theſe, 
God willing, ſhall be confide- 
redin their proper place, viz, 
1N My Refle&ions upon the Mijſi- 
oners An/iey th the Plain-man's 
Reph. Which I hope, in due 
tme, to publiſh. 


PI=D2y 


So much for his General 


His Exceptions in Special, 


are againſt thoſe Directions, 
W 


hich by way of expedient 
deed Ton _ 

I. He is not well pleaſed 
that I ſend you to your Pray- 


| ers. To Pray unto God to give ' 


you bis Grace; to hold faſt the 
Profeſſion of your Faith without 


. fdvermg, Heb. I Os 2.Jo 
But this is to correc St. 


Paul, and not the Country- 
Parſon 


EAT 


"1 
Parſon, Who thinks it very 
proper (ſince: we gre to pray 


in Faith) to tum an Apdoſts. - | 


lick Precept; into a Prayer; 
And admoniſhed* by 
the Apoſtle to hold faſt 
our Profeſſion: 'in an humble 
dependance upon the divine 


Grace, we pray unto God ts - 


enable us to do it. 

However at laſt he gives 
you leave to fay your Pray- 
ers. But then he tells you, 


ir muſt be in this Form. FTI. 


be not in the right, &c, And 
If I be in the right, &c. 

Bur will this Miſhoner al- 
low his new Converts,to pray! 


with theſe IF's and 4and's? If 
he grants them fuch liber. * 


ty, let me then delire theng 
daily to repeat this Prayer, ' 


— 


= UA tre oe 


C10) 

which I bave now profeſſed my 
ſelf a Member, * not a ſound 
Catholick, Church ; but in any 
inſt ance is erroneous  Superſtits- 
eus and Jdolatrous ; Lord pars 
don my Errors, and lead me in+ 
to the way of Truth. And if the 
Reformation of the Church of 
England, # juſt and marranta- 
ble, and agreeable to thy Holy 

Word ; Lord open mine Eyes ; 
that I-may achwipledge my mi- 
flake and return jnto her Com- 
wunon. Amen. | 
If here it ſhall be further 
That this conditjo- 
way of praying is indeed 
very fir for Proteſtants, wha - 
nat infalibly ſecure that 
er fav, is trrues being 


Various 


are never to be uſed by Ros 


man Catholicks, who are . 
oortain "thee theie-Fulth iv 


true; and - that they are in 


the right, as being Members 


of an Infallible Church; Tell 
him; 


This is only to ralk big, 


and to be Judge in .his - own: 
Cauſe. For, -1. A man may 
be certain, and ſure that he is 


in the right, without being 


Infallible. 


that m matters of —_— 
the Church of - Rome, then 


Englana, 


2. There is greater uncers 
—_ : more Diviſions and. 


diverſity of Opinions (and 


there are in the Church of 


- [ 


(12) 
- If he ftartlesat the 
and Er tond” 
defire him (for his farisfaQti- 
en) to return an Anſwer, to 


- the Learned Dr. Szillingflee? 


.  upan'thart Subject. The 


*2. Diretion (with which 
bkewife he is pleaſed to find 
fault) was this ; 

When you read ohe HolyScrip- 


tures,and do find ſome place which |, 


is too difficult for yougtdo not then 
pretend to interpret it your ſelves. 
But beg the DireQtion of your Spi- 
ritual Guide ; and deſire him to 
Jorw you hid it is to be untler- 


ſtood. 

It kems thisGentleman is re- 
folved to ſhew his skill;other- 
wiſe this Expedient (for a Rea- 
- ſon that he knows) might have 

paſs'd 


an (14) 
to the Church of England, 'tis ; 
an inyidious ; | | 

. : | We do indeed defire you 
to take ourAdvice.Not for thas 

* ge have Dominion over your 
Faith,but are helpers of your joy : 

; for by Faith ye ſtand, 2, Cor, 

n No the Scripture h 

. Now ' 1s the 

| —_— of our Faith; and 
as (to uſe his wn ex- 
preſhon) we will tand and fall 
by it. (Plain-man's Anſwer. 
P- 4-) And therefore (as he well 
reminds you ) you muſt ſearch 
diligently and ſoberly into it your 
ſelves. (Ih.p. 4.) Imitate thoſe 
noble Bereans, who received the 
word with all readineſs of mind, 
and ſearched the Scriptures daily, 

. whether thoſethingg were ſo. Acts 
IJJ+ Ihe . Bux 


ALLE 


And. why not? Cannot 
the Divines of the Charch of 
land interpret - Scripture 
| Sins: own, of the 
Church. of Rome ? No faith 
he, becauſe they are 'not 
* infallible, (and thus -he up- 
braids us at leaſt ter times 1n 
Baa way | 
But w range impert 
+ nence. is this? That thoſe 
men ſhould be thus concern'd 
. for the want of infallibility in 


© others,who have little of it 


themſelves. 
For s there any thing 


more 


& oy * 
Ma raetre————— 


(16) 
more fallible and'eontradict- 
-igahen rhoſe vaſtVolums of 
| Popiſh Commentators,that e- 
ven make ourſhelves to crack? 
And yet all theſe, fallible as 
they ate, owhed arid publiſh- 
ed, with the uſual Approbati- , 
une, and permifſe Superiorun. 

Now had I kaftre ro &x- 
poſtulate, I would defire this 


in-your nanie) to reſolve me. 
That fince it would be very 
profitable for all Chriſtians, 
thar the Scriptures ſhould be 


anfallibhy interpreted ; why” - 


doth the Church of Kine enn- 
oy . particular DoCtors to 
them falibly? Why 

are ſuch difterent and contra- 


diftory Expoſitions FR 


'Miſfoner (who writes to me , 


BEI RT KEE ING 


pt, you to follow my 
Aivic For he hates conten- = 


_.18) 
tions , heats and animuſities. 


affirm ; That the reft of my Bre. 

thren of the Church of Englend, 

are likewiſe of the ſame mind. 
But ſince the importunity of 


others, . in ſeducing our People, * 


hath forced us to it, we dare not 
now be- filent : and think our 
ſelves obliged as good $ 
not only to feed our S$ :; but 


| dring into by-paths, and to de. 
fend them from thoſe that veal 


To his Exceptions againſt my | 


Fourth Expedient I do thus Re- 


Y 


0 


unpleafing Diſ- - 
I have great reaſon to* 


Jo x24 
That it will be time enough 


\ 


- 


wans”* |, 


—_— 


(19) 
of the Reman Church, when 
are firft convinced ; That it is 
yourDuty to leave the Commu- | 
zion of the Church 'of Znglend. 
Now whoever would perſwade 
you to ſuch a Separation ( I told 
- [you if he will proceed ; 
to the purpoſe) he muſk 
convince you; ©That 
© of Engltnd is no-ſorind Member 
* of the Church: Catholide; But ' 


2 | 


—_ 


« f-2;ve; he muſt then ſhew,that 
_ are ſome Truths neceſſa- - 
© rily to be believedasArtides of 
<Faith, which the Church of Eng- 

doth not receive as ſuch. | 
« And alſo that there- are ſome 
© neceflary Duties , or Parts 
« Worſhip, which the Chureh of 
© England either wholly omits, . 
© or elſe doth not require under 
F any ſuch neceſſity. 


en O— | — 
rn - 


But | 


"*E 


(20) | 
** But. if he affirms, Secondly; 
"ThattheDodtrine of the Church 
* of England is Falſe , be muſt 
* then prove 3 That the Church 


However I muſt be ſo oblig- 
ing asto affure him; That when 


Lood Pariſh; 
ners) having di nr 
iy wer, 


rror,to be gnllopf nk i 


fancighty'= canta;  : 
Be not of your 
fomgmenze a the Kg 


ants ym m the 


my 7, ſay. tis 1 
they ſhould be in the Wrong, 
It they think to 


* their way by 
you are HIS Damned: 


Regard ſuch threatnings no more 
: * "then you would the Ravings of 
k a Quaker. . For 4s be thay com- 
$ mendeth himſelf is approved, bus 
whom the Lord Commendeth.2 Cor. 
10. 18, 


Be 


o 
- 
- 

- 


; | 


